HARVEST FESTIVAL 27TH SEPTEMBER 2020
FIRST READING Leviticus 19: 9-10
9

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up

to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest.

10

And you

shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of
your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am
the Lord your God.

PSALM 65
Response: You tend the earth and water it
8 Those who live at the ends of the earth stand in awe of your wonders. From
where the sun rises to where it sets, you inspire shouts of joy.
9 You take care of the earth and water it, making it rich and fertile. The river of
God has plenty of water; it provides a bountiful harvest of grain, for you have
ordered it so.
You tend the earth and water it
10 You drench the plowed ground with rain, melting the clods and leveling the
ridges. You soften the earth with showers and bless its abundant crops.
11 You crown the year with a bountiful harvest; even the hard pathways
overflow with abundance.
You tend the earth and water it.
12 The grasslands of the wilderness become a lush pasture, and the hillsides
blossom with joy.

13 The meadows are clothed with flocks of sheep, and the valleys are carpeted
with grain. They all shout and sing for joy!
You tend the earth and water it.

Gospel Luke 12:16-30
16

Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced

abundantly.

17

And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place

to store my crops?’

18

Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and

build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.

19

And I will

say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.’

20

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is

being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?’

21

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich

toward God.”22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.
more than food, and the body more than clothing.

24

23

For life is

Consider the ravens: they

neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!
worrying add a single hour to your span of life?[a]

26

25

And can any of you by

If then you are not able to

do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?

27

Consider the

lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;[b] yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of these.

28

But if God so clothes the grass

of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!

29

And do not keep striving for

what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.

30

For

it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father
knows that you need them.

