My Dear People
During the school holidays please
pray for teachers, that they may
have a good rest; for parents, that
they may cope with patience, and if
they have to go out to work, that
they may find adequate supervision
for the children; and of course for
the children: that they may use their
time positively, and for the many that
rely on school meals, that they may
have enough to eat.
And pray for the guidance of the
church, that they may see how best
to minister to them all.
****************
We have six altars in our two
churches. Very near three of them,
and not far from the other three, are
images of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
This is not just an excess of
catholicism, as some accuse us, it is
because at every Mass the Virgin
Mary is there.
During the Mass when Jesus
renews his gift of himself to us on
the Cross, the Virgin Mary is there at
the foot of the Cross. When we
hear Jesus say through the priest,
"This is my body given up for you,
this is my blood shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins,"

we should close our eyes and
imagine ourselves at the foot of the
Cross. Jesus meets us there, even
though he is in his Risen glory. And
Mary is there too. We can hear the
words: "Behold, your Mother," and
"Behold, your son.”
As you receive the Body of Christ,
you receive Mary as your Mother
too.
Yours in Christ
Fr John

****************

Local Cell of the
Shrine of Our Lady
of Walsingham
3rd Wednesday: 21st
August
at 5:00 p.m.

****************
Try Stillness Beside a Tree
Stand tall and still as a tree trunk,
feel your feet rooted to the earth.
Gaze upwards, towards the light.
See the canopy of branches
leafy and green
fading into autumn fragility
bare winter branches.
In quiet stillness,
think about the seasons of your life.
'The leaves of the tree
are for the healing of the nations.’

WEBSITE: www.godshillparish.org.uk
Contributions to this leaflet are welcome
especially if they come electronically, or typed
so they can be scanned in.

****************
Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths
The Marriage of Claire Isolde Lindemann
and Ian Kenneth Wellby of Stenbury
Manor on the 20th July.

****************

Regular Services:
All Saints, Godshill:
Sung Eucharist
11:00 a.m. every Sunday
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. every Thursday

St Alban’s, Ventnor:
Sung Eucharist
9:30 a.m. every Sunday
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. every Wednesday

St Margaret’s Hall, Ventnor:
Holy Communion 11:00 a.m.
13th August
(St Margaret’s Hall is closed for the
second half of August can someone volunteer a home?)
****************

Special Services & Events:
None in August

Church Officers
Parish Priest (‘The Vicar’):
Fr. John Ryder SSC, The Vicarage,
Church Hill, Godshill. PO38 3HY.
! 300421
e-mail: johnmryder@mac.com
Parish Deacon: Dn Corinne Smith,
!07775628593 e-mail:
therevcozza@gmail.com
Reader: Dr Jennifer Hopkins-Holder
! 852575
e-mail: theflyingprofessor@yahoo.co.uk
Churchwardens
All Saints Dennis Owen
!840591
St Alban’s Alan Philpott
!852555
Deputy wardens
All Saints Edward Holden
!842109
St Alban’s Peter Pye
!853690

The Value of Silence
Tradition says that the three
inhabitants of the Holy House at
Nazareth, Jesus, Mary and Joseph
hardly ever spoke A deeper silence
than that of a contemplative
monastery reigned there.
The
words of Jesus were very few. That
was the reason Mary laid them up in
her heart, because, like treasures,
they were rare as well as precious.
When we reflect we can see it could
hardly be otherwise. God is very
silent. So far as Mary is concerned
the Gospel narrative bears out the

tradition.
It is amazing how few
words of hers are recorded there.
We can have no doubt that no saint
ever practiced silence as she did.
But how should she be otherwise
than silent? A creature, who had
lived so long with the Creator, would
not speak much. Her heart would
be full. Her soul would be hushed.
She had borne Him in her arms.
She had watched Him sleep. She
had given Him food.
She had
looked into His eyes.
He had
unveiled His Heart to her. Thus she
had learned His ways.
Between the Creator and the
creature, in such relations as He
and Mary were in to each other,
silence would be more of a
language than words. What could
words do? What could they say?
They could not carry the weight of
the Mother's thoughts, much less
the Son's.
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