My Dear People

It is a sad thing that in ‘First World’
countries more people go to church
over Christmas than at Easter.
The Three Day Festival that starts
on the evening of Maundy Thursday
and ends on Easter Morning is by
far the most important of the year,
as it commemorates the most
important event in all time. It ranks
way above the other two Feasts in
it’s class: Epiphany and Pentecost.
[Christmas, by comparison to these
three, pales into insignificance.]
Christmas is popular because
people can celebrate it - especially
at the popular services like crib and
carol services - and remain
comfortably pagan. In the way it is
generally presented, it does not
challenge.
In contrast Epiphany presents us
with the rich, wise and powerful
worshipping a peasant child, and
giving Him their greatest treasures.
They challenge us to do the same.
Pentecost shows the disciples
accepting the Gift of the Spirit,
willing to be utterly changed by it,
and risking everything to proclaim
the Gospel. Again we are
challenged to do likewise.

Going far beyond even that, our
Lord’s gift of His Body and Blood,
His willing acceptance of the Cross,
and His Resurrection on Easter
morn present us with Absolute Love:
and we are asked to respond.
There can be no greater challenge;
there can be no greater Joy if we do.
Yours in Christ,
Fr John

P. S. The APCM will take place on
Low Sunday following a joint service
in the Parish Church at 10:00 a.m.

Local Cell
of the Shrine of
Our Lady
of Walsingham
Will give it miss this
month as it falls in Holy Week!
Do whatever she tells you
In Cana, a lot of people were invited,
like at most weddings of that time.
That is why we see Jesus and Mary,
and the disciples whom Jesus had
called a few days before. One of them
was possibly from the village of Cana.
At this wedding, Mary did something
that she continues to do for us, her
children, and for all humanity. She just

said: ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ This
is a bold phrase, full of confidence.
Mary does not know what Jesus will
say, but she asks us to accept the
words that will come. More than that,
she asks that we act on those words.
Have you noticed that these are the
last words of the Virgin Mary recorded
in the Gospel?
They are like a
testament that she leaves us. As we
meditate on Cana, let us not forget
those jars that we must fill with water,
so that Jesus can turn this water into
wine. Doesn’t this represent the water
of our daily lives that we need to bring
to the Lord, to be transformed by his
presence?
Mary allows the power of God to
manifest itself. This power is in a way
suspended on our freedom—do we
want to do what Jesus tells us? The
answer is up to each one of us.
Nobody can answer it for us.
Let us think for a moment about what
such a request might mean for us,
wherever we are, with the choices and
decisions we each face daily.
Let us pray to the Virgin Mary: Mother,
help our faith! Remind us that those
who believe are never alone. Teach us
to see all things with the eyes of Jesus,
that he may be light for our path.
****************
WEBSITE: www.godshillparish.org.uk

Contributions to this leaflet are welcome

especially if they come electronically, or typed so
they can be scanned in.

Readings and Meditations at
Noon at All Saints

Easter Vigil

Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths

7:00 p.m. at St Alban’s

none in February

Easter Day

Regular Services:

Normal Sunday Times

All Saints, Godshill:
Sung Eucharist
11:00 a.m. every Sunday

One Eucharist at All Saints
at 10:00 a.m. followed by the APCM

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. every Thursday

St Alban’s, Ventnor:
Sung Eucharist
9:30 a.m. every Sunday
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. every Wednesday

St Margaret’s Hall, Ventnor: Holy
Communion 11:00 a.m.
16th &30th March
****************

Special Services & Events:
Palm Sunday
Palm Procession and Eucharist

9:15 ℅ Zig Zag Road & St Alban’s
Road, 9:30 a.m. St Alban’s Church.
Palm Procession and Eucharist 11:00
a.m. at All Saints

Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m. Mass & Ceremonies
at St Alban’s

Good Friday

Liturgy 10:30 a.m. St Alban’s

Low Sunday

Church Officers
Parish Priest (‘The Vicar’):
Fr. John Ryder SSC,
The Vicarage, Church Hill, Godshill.
PO38 3HY. ! 300421
e-mail: johnmryder@mac.com
Parish Deacon: Dn Corinne Smith,
!07775628593
e-mail: therevcozza@gmail.com
Reader: Dr Jennifer Hopkins-Holder
! 852575
e-mail: theflyingprofessor@yahoo.co.uk
Churchwardens
All Saints Dennis Owen
!840591
St Alban’s Alan Philpott
!852555
Deputy wardens
All Saints Edward Holden
!842109

The Society of St Wilfred &
St Hilda providing Episcopal
oversight and support to
traditionalist people and

Parish of Godshill
All Saints Church
Godshill
‘The Church on the Hill’

St Alban-the Martyr
Ventnor
‘The Church on the Steps’

Holy Week
and Easter
2019

